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This newsletter is produced by Malcolm Baxter with the blessing of Martin and Amy Lamb. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shepherd’s 

Arms 

Newsletter 

November 

2013 
 

   

WWW.SHEPHERDSARMS.ORG.NZ   

 

 

 

As this is our final newsletter for 2013 it’s a 
good time to reflect on the highs and lows 
we have experienced and to consider the 
wonderful prospects ahead in the coming 
year.  I am a believer that both positive and 
negative experiences can shape us for the 
better and give us a good perception about 
life.  Calamities such as the 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake the Philippines has just come 
through and now the aftermath of the super 
typhoon that has caused such tragic 
devastation to so many people in and around 
Bohol remind us how fragile mankind is and 
the great need we have to stand together 
and help those who have suffered loss.  Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to our 
neighbours in the Visayas region.  We are so 
thankful that none of our children or staff 
have been lost.  Material things are  

 

 

replaceable and although staff and their 
families have lost their homes and 
possessions it pales into insignificance 
compared to those who have lost family 
members.  Being in the midst of such tragedy 
has been an incredibly humbling experience, 
and one I would wish on no other person.  
Words and pictures don’t do justice 
compared to living through these 
experiences.  As I am writing this another 
after shock has just occurred, and there is 
news of another smaller typhoon bearing 
down on Bohol.  Our current status at the 
children’s home is stable except for water 
and food supplies.  With no power we are 
unable to water the gardens.  Our frozen 
goods have spoilt.  In a short time we will 
lose what the gardens can produce.  We are 
told that maybe in a month power will be 
restored full-time.  We need to take some 
measures now to buy in supplies.  Our second 
greatest need is a generator that will allow us 
to pump water from our deep well.  These 
are urgent and critical times for us. 

With Christmas fast approaching we 
continue to plan to feed 500 children in Cebu 
again this year.  Given the circumstances this 

will be such an important event.  The police 
in Cebu City are wonderful partners in this 
venture.  Our challenge is to raise one third 
of the $2000 needed to meet the costs of this 
programme. 

At the Children’s Home Christmas will be 
celebrated with a special Christmas dinner 
and gifts for every child.  We need $20 - $25 
for each child to buy the food for the dinner 
plus a pair of new shoes, a top, and 
something special as a personal gift.  Can you 
help us here?  Together we can bring such 
happiness to children who have so little, and 
who surely deserve something special after 
what they have lived through.  Perhaps you 
have a friend or two who would like to be 
part of such giving.  After all Christmas is the 
time of giving.  Each of us has so much to be 
thankful for. 

On behalf of the team at Shepherd’s Arms 
and all the children we salute you for your 
help throughout 2013 and trust you also have 
a wonderful Christmas. 

We look forward to a further year of 
development and progress in 2014.  We will 
be looking to increase the number of children 
at Shepherd’s Arms, and to also reach more 
needy families on Cebu Island.  We look 
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forward to partnering with you in 2014 as we 
seek to change lives for the better. 

Martin 

Priority Projects & 
Current Needs 

Food Supply Needs at Shepherd’s 
Arms 

Will you help us with financial gifts to build 
up our food supplies.  Our immediate needs 
are for stocks of canned goods to make up 
for what our gardens won’t be able to supply 
and replacement for the frozen chickens we 
have lost.  

Rice has risen in price by 2000 pesos a 
kilogram. 

Please consider what you can give at this 
critical time when there is so much need in 
the Philippines.   

 

 

Cebu Christmas Dinner 

The plan is to feed 500 children in Cebu again 
this year.  Given the circumstances this will 
be such an important event.  We partner with 
the police in Cebu City.  Can you help us 
with ur challenge  to raise one third of the 
$2000 needed to meet the costs of this 
programme.  

 

    

 

Christmas gifts for the children 

As part of the Children’s Home Christmas we 
want to provide gifts for every child.  We 
need $20 - $25 for each child to buy the 
food for the dinner plus a pair of new 
shoes, a top, and something special as a 
personal gift.  Can you help us here?  

 

 

Provision of a Generator 

 

As this newsletter goes to print it is 
wonderful to be able to tell folks that the 
need for a generator has already been met.   
Thank you so much to those amazing people 
who have so generously given to meet the 
cost of a generator.  One is now being 
sourced in Cebu and will be up and running, 
especially to pump water, very soon  

 

Good news from an Australian 
supporter of S/Arms. 

I have some good news.  A contact from HPI 
(Australia) has been in touch and indicated 
that his Rotary Club has officially adopted 
S/Arms as their international charity.  Better 
still is that every dollar donated by this 
Rotary Club to S/Arms is matched by Rotary 
International.  A special link is being 
established with the Rotary Club of Panglao 
Island to distribute and manage the 
construction work being funded. 

We are so excited to see partnerships like this 
one coming into being.  A huge thank you to 
our Rotary friends. 

 

Any help can go to either 
Shepherd’s Arms bank account : 

Shepherds Arms Foundation of 
Philippines Inc. A/C no. 
007712000321  

or in NZ - Shepherds Arms 
Foundation- 12 3223 0035597 00 
tagged with what you are especially giving 
to: 

- Food needs 
- Cebu Christmas Dinner 
- S/Arms children’s Christmas gifts 

Shepherd’s Arms 
Website  

Please check our website .  It is updated 
regularly. 

 

 

Warmest early Christmas greetings 
to all Shepherd’s Arms supporters 
form the newsletter editor, 
Malcolm.  This is the last 
newsletter for 2013.  Be on the look 
out for the first newsletter for 2014 
in mid February. 
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